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Do you want to know more about what a metropolitan 
district (metro district) is?  

In this month’s What’s Developing article we’ll explore 
what is in the State Statute and how it applies to districts 
within the Town of Frederick. 

A metro district is one type of special district allowed by 
State Statute Title 32.  Special districts provide services 
and have the purposes, powers and authority provided 
by the Legislature to serve a public use.  They promote 
the health, safety, prosperity, security and general 
welfare of the inhabitants of special districts and the 
people of the state of Colorado.  A metro district may 
provide the inhabitants of the district two or more of the 
following services:  fire protection, mosquito control, 
parks and recreation, safety protection, sanitation, solid 
waste disposal facilities or collection and transportation 
of solid waste, street improvements, television relay and 
translation, transportation and/or water.

Here are some questions we’ve heard from residents.

Why are metro districts created? 
 
In Frederick, districts are created to assist with financing 
the construction of public improvements necessary for 
new developments.  Districts can also serve the same 
function as a traditional homeowners association. 

How do I know if my house/property is in a metro 
district?  

Perhaps the easiest way to know if your property is 
within a metro district is to look at your tax bill.  The 
metro district will be listed as a taxing authority.  The 
Town also provides an online map showing all the metro 
districts within the Town.

What if I don’t like the things being done by the metro 
district?  

Residents and property owners of the metro district are 
able to serve on their district’s Board of Directors and 
make decisions regarding the district.  This is a good 
way to get involved in public service as districts are 
considered quasi-governmental organizations.

How is a district formed? 

In very general terms, the following steps are needed 
to form a district.  Special districts cannot be formed 
without the consent of the municipality.  The Town 
of Frederick requires the proposed service plan (the 
document that identifies what services the district will 
conduct) to be provided and conform to the Land Use 
Code.  If the municipality consents to the formation 
of the district, a petition is filed in District Court.  The 
District Court can order an election of the eligible 
electors who vote whether or not to form the district.  
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