Systemwide
Goals and
Policies
Frederick’s vision and community needs for parks,
open space, and trails inform the goals and policies
of the POST Master Plan. This chapter presents the
policies and standards that the Town will use to guide
the acquisition, development, renovation, activation,
maintenance and management of new and existing
parks and facilities. Organized by the six goals for
the POST system, these strategic policies provide
overarching direction and guidance on ways to
enhance parks, open space, and trails. They provide
a foundation for the recommendations in Chapter 5.

Introduction
On the next several pages, the Master
Plan identifies the policies, standards
and strategies that will guide the
provision of park, open space and
trail services over the next ten years.
These elements are collectively
called systemwide policies because
of their implications throughout
Frederick. They are not presented in
priority order since all are integral to
a successful POST system. They are
organized by the six Master Plan goals

A.3.

identified in Chapter 3.

GOAL A: TrailConnected Places
Establish a
connected
system
of wellmaintained,
high quality
trails for all
Frederick
residents.

A.1.

A.2.
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Regional Connections: Collaborate
with Firestone, Dacono, Longmont,
Weld County, and Boulder County to
implement and connect the Town to a
regional trail system.
Trail Development: Develop offstreet bikeways and trails to improve
access to parks and connect people to
key destinations, such parks, schools,
and Downtown. Prioritize local trail
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A.4.

development that provides eastwest connectivity and connections
to parks and public facilities, as per
recommendations in this Master Plan.

o Infill Program: Establish a program
of trail infill to link existing trails and
provide additional connectivity and
options for residents.

Connector Trails: Utilize existing
easement corridors and oil well
setbacks to develop new connector
trails in existing subdivisions. Connector
trails in well setbacks should maintain
the maximum possible setback from
the well head and avoid access drives
for well maintenance equipment
wherever possible. Connector trails that
establish links to major trail corridors
should be the highest priority. Prioritize
connections to the Legacy Trail.

o Walkways: Add walkways to existing
arterial roadways that do not include
walkways.

Trail Gaps: Maximize resources and
improve existing recreational and
transportation linkages, including
connections to regional trails and
closing key gaps. Consider the
following measures to reduce gaps:
o New Development: Provide
connections to any existing or
proposed trail network that is
adjacent to or planned on the
property.
o Trail Right-of-Way: Dedicated trail
right-of-way when a park or open
space property is dedicated to the
Town.
o Trail Links: Encourage developers to
include additional internal trails that
link cul-de-sacs and neighborhood
streets.
o Town Resources: Concentrate
resources on the strategic
development of new trail corridors
and infill linkages.

A.5.

A.6.

Park Access: Develop park entries
and access points for pedestrian
and bicyclists where trails connect to
parks and public spaces. Maximize
connectivity between Frederick’s trail
system and open space and parks land
by planning and constructing trail links.

Provide and
update park
facilities to
meet evolving
community
recreation
needs.

B.1.

Funding: Pursue capital improvements
funding, Open Space Sales Tax funding,
or grant funding for higher-priority trail
corridor projects.

A.7.

Development Alignment: Ensure new
development considers all modes of
transportation.

A.8.

Signage and Usage: Establish policies
for trail usage (e.g. where is equestrian
use appropriate). Establish signage
requirements for new trails. Implement
a retrofit program to ensure trails are
posted with allowable uses.

A.9.

GOAL B:
Recreation Variety

Trail Amenities: Provide trail related
amenities in all accessible open space
facilities and parks such as bike racks
and shaded seating areas.

Park Types: Require that parks created
through the development process are
open to the public. Provide a mix of
parks with different functions to meet a
variety of recreation needs. Provide the
following:
o Neighborhood parks that provide
essential play opportunities
and gathering space for nearby
neighbors.
o Community parks that support
outdoor sports and recreation,
medium to large group gatherings,
and events.
o Special use sites that provide unique
opportunities that attract people
from across the Town.

B.2.

Park Distribution & Recreation
Access: Ensure that residents have
access to neighborhood-serving park
facilities within a 1/3-mile of their home.
This may include Town park land, HOA
parks, other privately-owned public
spaces, or school recreation facilities
where access is ensured through joint
use agreements. This should take into
account barriers such as I-25, major
roadways and ditches. Park type
specifications are as follows:
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o Neighborhood Parks and Mini Parks:
Parks should be developed in a
location where they serve the most
residents and consider adjacent
neighborhood needs. Ideally, they
will not be located adjacent to
arterial roadways, unless buffering
and crossings are incorporated. Park
development should be constructed
near existing or planned trails when
possible.
o Community Parks: Park should be
developed to address shortfalls in
competitive sports facilities at the
time of construction. This should
require coordination with Carbon
Valley Parks and Recreation District
and the community needs of
Firestone and Dacono. Sites should
include adequate parking and are
ideally located adjacent to arterial
and collector streets. Community
parks should include neighborhoodserving facilities to address residents’
park needs within 1/3 mile.
B.3.

Park Land Level of Service: Acquire
park land to provide a minimum of
7.8 acres of neighborhood-serving
park land per 1,000 residents as the
community continues to grow. Where
feasible, exceed this level of service to
improve the distribution of an access
to parks, where noted in Master Plan
recommendations and summarized
below:
o Community Parks: 3.0 acres per 1,000
residents
o Neighborhood Parks: 4.7 acres per
1,000 residents
o Mini Parks: 0,08 acres per 1,000
residents
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B.4.

Park Facility Diversity: Explore
options to diversify park experiences by
supporting unique variations of typical
park uses.
o Play Areas: Diversify and provide
innovative play opportunities for
all ages and abilities. Add music
play, water play, and nature play
opportunities where appropriate.
Increase adventure/challenge play
opportunities for older children
and teens, adding facilities such
as challenge courses and climbing
features. Provide appropriate play
bay safety surfacing in existing and
future parks.
o Sports Courts and Activity Hubs:
Increase the variety of sport courts
and recreation options to respond
to new trends and needs. Consider
adding more facilities such as
pickleball courts, futsal courts,
outdoor fitness equipment, and
test or pilot options such as disc
golf, bike skills course/pump track,
climbing walls, ziplines, bocce, game
tables, outdoor chess and ping
pong, skate spots, etc.
o Sports Fields: Increase sports
options by considering fields that
provide lighted, multi-use fields
with synthetic turf that can be lined
for several sports to diversify and
increase play.
o Dog Parks: Provide more dog parks
and designated dog off-leash areas
to support dog walking and minimize
conflicts between parks users.

B.5.

B.6.

B.7.

B.8.

Recreation Diversity: Provide a
mix of active and passive recreation
opportunities to serve a variety of
recreation interests. Balance energetic,
programmed active use sites with
spaces designed for contemplation and
quiet social gatherings.
All-Inclusive Access (Universal
Design): Create equitable use and
experiential opportunities for people of
different abilities and ages, considering
all options of modality and accessibility.
Meet and where possible exceed
the standards of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide parks
and facilities that accommodate multigenerational groups and people with
mobility issues, sight and hearing
impairments, allergies, and other
special needs.
Park Design and Development:
Follow the neighborhood park
design and development standards
to ensure that renovations and new
park development address Frederick’s
needs.
Evolving Recreation Trends: Evaluate
new trends and changing needs before
making like-for-like replacements of
old, worn, or damaged facilities; ensure
best practices and current and future
recreation needs are addressed.

Goal C: Nature-Based
Opportunities
Establish
native habitats
and encourage
nature-based
education in
parks and
open spaces.

C.1.

Native Plantings and Park Greening:
Seeking to integrate more natural
areas into developed parks. Protect
green space in parks by balancing the
use of native plantings, turf, trees, and
landscaping to promote aesthetics,
connect people to nature, reduce
stress, and improve site ecological
function.

C.2.

Open Space Preservation: Preserve
open space in and around the Frederick
planning area to achieve one or more of
the following (in no particular order):
o Protect waterways, wetlands, and
wildlife habitat
o Connect people to the natural
environment
o Provide access to natural areas and
create wildlife viewing opportunities
o Preserve agricultural lands
o Preserve views and view corridors
o Provide open space buffers between
adjacent communities
o Protect and enhance the character of
the Town.
o Preserve cultural and historic land
uses.
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C.3.

Open Space Access: Provide public
access to open space, or portions of
open space, where possible. Limitations
on public access to open space should
be based on the following and will
require approval of the Town Board:

GOAL D: Character,
Identity and Placemaking
Create a park,
open space
and trail
system that
contributes
to Frederick’s
image, beauty,
and sense
of place.

o Land Use Code criteria,
o Restrictions established as a
condition of purchase or dedication,
o Safety Concerns,
o Other conditions determined by the
Board of Trustees
C.4.

Trail Access: Plan and construct trails in
open spaces and greenways suitable for
public access.

C.5.

Natural Areas: Diversify select open
space areas to provide natural features
such as demonstration gardens and/or
nature sanctuaries. Determine locations
based on highly visible Town-owned
open spaces that contribute to the
Town’s identity and aesthetics.

C.6.

C.7.
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Naturehood Parks: Consider
developing “naturehood parks” in
lieu of the traditionally manicured
neighborhood parks. These spaces are
designed to include pollinator patches,
native plants, community gardens and
simple nature spaces that allow kids to
dig holes, find bugs, get muddy, throw
rocks, and explore.
Nature Programs: Provide volunteerbased programs to introduce people of
all ages to nature and wildlife.
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D.1.

D.2.

D.3.

D.4.

Park Character: Provide and design
parks and facilities to promote a sense
of place. Use art and facility design
to reflect the Town’s heritage, history,
landscape, interests, culture, character,
and people.
Support Amenities: Provide support
amenities in parks to provide
comfortable, user-friendly park
experiences, such as restrooms and
drinking fountains at community,
regional, and special use parks; shade,
benches, and trash receptacles at all
parks.
Placemaking: Integrate the Town’s
heritage, culture and identity through
thematic site design, the use of
materials, the inclusion of public art and
interpretive elements, and/or the choice
of recreation elements and support
features.
Art: Incorporate art in community and
neighborhood parks. Art for public
parks should reflect Frederick’s image
and identity. Site selection should be
accomplished via the Arts Commission
site selection criteria with the final
decision on the art and location resting
with the Town Board.

D.5.

Natural and Historical Resource
Protection: Preserve, conserve, and
provide access to significant natural
resources and designated historic
resources that contribute to Frederick’s
sense of place.

D.6.

Park System Branding: Identify and
communicate the unique identity of
the POST system through marketing,
media, art, and park design.

D.7.

Wayfinding and Signage: As the
system grows, improve park access and
wayfinding for pedestrians and cyclists
by providing directional and distance
signage along trails and in parks to
direct people to key destinations.

D.8.

Shaded Areas: Provide opportunities
for shade at all POST facilities, such
as picnic or shade shelters, shade
structures for play equipment, seating
areas paired with shade trees, shade
trees along paths and trails, etc.

D.9.

Noise and Lights: Minimize noise and
light pollution by siting lighted facilities
and noise-producing activities away
from nearby residences and neighbors.

D.10. Visitor Destination: Support the
Town’s economic vitality by encouraging
visitors to parks and events, striking a
balance between visitation, economic
impact, natural resource conservation,
livability, and the needs of residents.

GOAL E: Maintenance
and Management
Ensure quality
parks, open
space, and
trails through
sound
management.

E.1.

Park and Facility Maintenance:
Provide high quality routine and
preventative maintenance to ensure the
attractiveness and usability of parks and
facilities.

E.2.

Maintenance Staff: Involve
maintenance staff in park design to
incorporate maintenance efficiencies
in parks, including wide paths for
maintenance vehicles.

E.3.

New Park Land: As parks, facilities
and trails are acquired and developed,
ensure that sufficient maintenance
funding and staffing is allocated for
routine maintenance and longer-term
repairs and replacement.

E.4.

Park Cost Share: Equitably share
the cost of park construction and
maintenance through adopted
mechanisms such as parks improvement
fees; a yearly fee for park inspections
from developers, HOA’s, and
metropolitan districts; a one time
administrative fee for updating the
Town’s park data.
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E.5.

E.6.

Safety Inspection: Conduct yearly park
maintenance and facility inspections for
all parks (Town-owned and HOA/metro
district-owned) playground equipment
and recreational fields to allow for their
continued public use and enjoyment.

o Plantings on open space lands (other
than agricultural lands) will consist of
species that are native or adapted to
the local ecosystem,

Open Space Acquisitions: Consider
a variety of methods to acquire open
space. This could include:

o Prohibit visible utility structures
unrelated to the use or management
of the open space parcel, unless it
can be demonstrated that they have
environmental benefits and they are
approved by the Town Board, and

o Intergovernmental agreements,
o Conservation easements,
o Zoning regulations (i.e. density
bonuses used in conjunction with
cluster regulations to preserve lands),

o Other cost-effective acquisition tools
E.7.

Open Space Acquisition Priorities:
Highest priority acquisitions will include
areas that:
o Allows public access,
o Preserves natural areas,
o Preserves wildlife habitat and
wetlands,
o Protects visual corridors,
o Provides Open Space buffers,
o Develops passive recreational use
(trail system), and
o Maintains or enhances the Town’s
character

E.8.

52

Open Space Management: Open
space should be preserved in as natural
condition as possible. Consider the
following when acquiring and managing
open space assets:
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Foster
care and
relationships
to improve
POST assets,
facilities,
and natural
resources.

o Minimize the scale and impact of
structures,

o Donations,

o Open Space, Development and
Maintenance Fund, and

GOAL F: Stewardship
and Collaboration

E.9.

o Minimize disturbance and restore
the open space parcel to natural
condition if maintenance of
permissible utility right-of-way (ROW)
is necessary.

F.1.

Sustainable Choices: Provide, manage,
and maintain parks, open spaces,
and trail facilities with the wise use of
resources to minimize environmental
impacts.

Natural Resources: Establish a
standard of maintenance in all parks,
open spaces, and greenways to control
invasive species, maintain trees, control
erosion, minimize wildfire hazards,
ensure visibility and promote safe
access.

F.2.

Natural Resource Protection: Work
with partners to identify, assess, protect,
and restore (where needed) habitat
and significant natural resources in
parks, open spaces, and greenways
to preserve vital ecological functions,
improve water quality, protect habitat,
and increase biodiversity.

E.10. Water-Wise Choices: Incorporate
guidelines for sustainable landscaping
and facilities that limit water usage and
energy consumption, such as droughtresistant landscaping, low impact
development, and using raw water to
irrigate.
E.11. Parking: Provide off-street parking at
major open space facilities (that are
open to the public), Community Parks,
and large Neighborhood Parks that
can accommodate the parking demand
generated by the proposed uses.

F.3.

Partnerships: Leverage and expand
resources by collaborating with
local and regional agencies, private
developers, community leaders,
businesses, institutions, and nonprofits.

F.4.

Funding: Utilize funding partners (e.g.
GOCO, regional governmental entities,
Conservation Trust Fund, partnerships
with private entities, etc.) to help
leverage its Open Space Sales Tax
Fund, Parks Fund, and General Fund
monies.

F.5.

Resident Participation and
Involvement: Continue to involve
residents in POST-related decisions
and seek community feedback through
satisfaction surveys and other means
to determine evolving preferences and
demands for new types of recreation
and park facilities.

F.6.

Online Park Information:
Continually update website pages
and communication materials to
increase the awareness of park land
and recreation opportunities. Update
the Town’s website to provide a park
map online and a description of the
amenities and facilities of each park.

F.7.

Marketing, Media and
Communication: Continue to
communicate with residents and visitors
through diverse media forums and
channels, including Facebook and other
forms of social media.

F.8.

Volunteer Programs: Expand and
coordinate volunteer recruitment in
conjunction with art and recreation
programs, events and park activities.
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