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TRANSPORTATION
& MOBILITY

Frederick’s transportation system includes a network of roadways, trails,
and sidewalks that provide access to local goods, services, employment,
and recreation. This system is critical in supporting land use and
development as well as residential quality of life. The Transportation
& Mobility Chapter outlines the Town’s existing system and provides
both short- and long-term recommendations to accommodate projected
traffic growth while expanding non-motorized transportation options.
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EXISTING ROADWAY
NETWORK
Frederick’s roadway network is the primary
transportation infrastructure carrying travelers to and throughout the community, and
several key corridors are essential to the
daily function of the Town. State Highway
119 (SH 119) and State Highway 52 (SH 52)
are key east-west arterial roadways for the
larger region. Both highways also provide
access to other adjacent towns such as
Firestone, Dacono, Erie, Fort Lupton and
Longmont.
Interstate 25 (I-25) is the regional north/
south freeway through the Front Range and
a key route in the connection and travel
from SH 119 to SH 52. Other primary northsouth routes through Frederick include
Aggregate Blvd. (WCR 7), Silver Birch Blvd.
(WCR 11) and Colorado Blvd. (WCR 13). All
three roads provide connectivity between
SH 119/Firestone Blvd. to the north and
SH 52 to the south. Colorado Blvd. also
provides access to the downtown area of
Frederick.
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Other important east-west routes include
Tipple Pkwy., Godding Hollow Pkwy. and
Bella Rosa Pkwy. These routes are key in
accessing the areas on the east and west
side of I-25. Bella Rosa Pkwy. provides a
route under I-25 to access both sides of
the interstate. Tipple Pkwy. also provides
access to the downtown area of Frederick.
Frederick features two interchanges on I-25
which play an important role in accessing
the community. Interchanges are provided
at SH 119 and SH 52.

Jurisdiction
Certain roadways within Frederick fall
under the purview of either the Town or
the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), and infrastructure projects
involving these roads require close coordination among agencies. The Town’s design
and management influence on SH 52,
SH 119, and I-25 is limited by the policies,
requirements, regulations, and recommendations established by the State. The Town
owns and maintains all other roadways with
town limits, with the exception of a few
private roads.
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Functional Classification
All streets within the Town of Frederick
are classified according to a hierarchical
system that is based on elements such as
the number of travel lanes, traffic volumes,
level of access, and mobility. The Town
has roadways broken into the following
functional classifications: Arterial, Collector
or Local streets. These classifications relate
to the function of the streets. Lower order
streets function primarily as access to individual lots, and higher order streets function primarily for the purpose of mobility
(expeditious movement of people and
goods). The Town of Frederick Standards

and Specifications include the following
typical cross sections:
 Local

with Attached Sidewalk – Residential

 Local

with Detached Sidewalk – Residential

 Commercial/Industrial

with Parking

 Commercial/Industrial

with Parking

One Side

Both Sides

 Collector
 Arterial
 Major

Arterial

SHORT-TERM
RECOMMENDATIONS
Short-term recommendations include
projects or actions that are on a planning
horizon of five years or less. These projects
address top priorities or are critical to the
advancement of other strategies.

SH 52 & Colorado
Blvd. Congestion
In general, Frederick’s road network
appears to be acceptable, but with significant opportunities for improving traffic
capacity and flow along both SH 52 and
Colorado Blvd. (WCR 13). A traffic signal
is proposed at the SH 52/Aggregate Blvd.
The Town should work with CDOT to
support improvements on SH 52, which
includes widening the following sections
from two to four travel lanes:
 Colorado

Blvd. from SH 52 to just north
of Tipple Parkway

 SH

52 from Aggregate Blvd. to West
I-25 Frontage Road

 SH

52 from East I-25 Frontage Road to
Colorado Blvd

Downtown Development

Complete Streets

According to the Downtown Development
Plan, traffic forecasts for 2035 on 5th Street
and Frederick Way through Downtown,
with implementation of other strategies,
indicate these roadways can remain as
two-lane collectors. A plan should be
developed and implemented to maintain
the safety and functionality of 5th Street
and Frederick Way as two-lane collectors.
To maintain the safety and functionality,
roadway improvements should be planned
for local streets such as Main Street, Elm
Street, Oak Street, Locust Street, Walnut
Street, Maple Street, 3rd Street, 4th
Street, 6th Street, and 7th Street. Potential
elements of the downtown improvement
strategy included the following:

Complete streets are roadways that are
designed and operated where “people of all
ages and abilities are able to safely move
along and across streets in a community,
regardless of how they are traveling.”
(National Complete Streets Coalition). A
complete streets policy ensures single-occupancy vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians,
and transit (when available) all have a
place on the roadway. It requires new
roadways and improvement projects to
integrate infrastructure for bicycles and/
or pedestrians. Not all streets are the same
and varying design elements can be used
to safely accommodate all users, which
may involves alternative designs for the
Town’s varying cross sections. To provide
alternative modes of transportation while
also increasing non-motorized connectivity
and mobility, the Town of Frederick should
adopt a complete streets policy.

 5th

Street streetscaping improvements
program

 Downtown

Frederick entry improve-

 Continued

Crist Park improvements

ments

 Colorado

ments

Blvd. drainage basin improve-

 Continue

to implement Downtown
storm drain improvements

 Prepare

a comprehensive parking study
for Downtown Frederick

 Extend

Main Street south through
Miner’s Park Village to SH 52
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Sidewalks and
Pedestrian Network
On some neighborhood or local levels,
the sidewalk networks can be found to be
complete and well connected. The Town
has an existing policy to incrementally
replace aging sidewalk infrastructure with
new ADA compliant improvements. Nevertheless, with the variety in age of housing
stock and sporadic development pattern,
there are portions of Frederick’s sidewalk
network that are incomplete. Separated by
spans of rural roadway sections, the Town
lacks continuity for a pedestrian traveler to
traverse all of its reaches.
The most significant pedestrian gap is the
3-mile stretch of SH 52 between Aggregate
Blvd. and Colorado Blvd. While attached
sidewalks have been constructed along SH
52 between the I-25 Frontage Roads, the
extension of pedestrian infrastructure on
this stretch of roadway in the form of a sidewalk or trail would connect Downtown and
the Legacy Trail with residential areas such
as Wyndham Hill and emerging commercial areas at the SH 52/I-25 interchange.
The Town should prioritize pedestrian
infrastructure on SH 52 as part of the
capacity improvement project.
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Similarly, a 2.25-mile pedestrian infrastructure gap on Bella Rosa Parkway between
Homestead Drive and Bobcat Street limits
connectivity from several residential subdivisions located on both the east and west
sides of I-25. Bella Rosa crosses underneath
I-25, and the bridge span appears to be long
enough to accommodate the addition of
attached sidewalks.
As improvements are made along roadway
corridors, the Town should construct sidewalks and/or trails. The type of pedestrian
infrastructure should be responsive to
available right-of-way with priority given
to design that creates a more comfortable
pedestrian experience. Adjacent development should participate in this process by
providing the necessary improvements
along their property, in addition to existing
provisions that require new developments
to connect to adjacent developments for
better subdivision connectivity.
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Trail Network
Frederick is traversed by a trail network,
highlighted by the Legacy Trail that parallels the east side of Colorado Blvd. The
Town of Frederick was able to acquire the
abandoned railroad right-of-way in order
to construct this trail. The trail system also
includes sidepath routes, such as those
along Silver Birch Blvd. at the Eagle Valley
subdivision, which provide critical connections within the overall network, as well
as non-motorized paths within residential
subdivisions. Future trail improvements
and expansion of the trail network is guided
by the Frederick Parks, Open Space, and
Trails Master Plan. The Town should implement the Plan’s high priority trail projects
to improve the safety and connectivity of
the existing trail network.

On-Street Bike
Infrastructure
The Downtown Development Plan recommends that bicycle lanes be designated on
4th Street, 6th Street, Elm Street, and Locust
Street. If the streets are not wide enough
to accommodate a bicycle lane, a shared
lane should be considered as an alternative
option. The Downtown Development Plan
also recommends that bicycle parking be
provided throughout downtown Frederick.
Future planning efforts should illustrate
opportunities for connections. Opportunities can expand upon National Association
of City Transportation Officials (NACTO)
standards. On-street bike facilities planning
should consider the following key areas of
guidance:
 Bike

lane and shared lane markings

 Dependent

on the space to provide both
a vehicle lane and bike lane

 Intersection
 Bicycle

signal detection

 Pavement
 Facility
 Route
 Off

crossing treatments

marking material guidance

signage

wayfinding

street bicycle parking

Public Transportation

Bus Service

Transit Issues

The Town of Frederick currently lacks
bus service and the Town is not included
in the Regional Transportation District’s
(RTD) service area. The RTD route, BOLT,
runs along the Diagonal Highway (SH
119) between Boulder and Longmont and
includes multiple stops to the west of
Town. The RTD route, Jump, that runs
through Erie ends at the intersection of
Erie Parkway and County Line Road to the
southwest of the Town. Nevertheless, int
the short-term, the Town may be able to
strengthen existing service through implementation of recommendations within the
Carbon Valley Transit Study. This includes
improving existing Weld County and
Special Transit Service and improving the
use of existing transit demand programs
through DRCOG and NFRMPO.

As part of the development of the Frederick
Comprehensive Plan, some questions were
raised with regard to future transit opportunities for connecting Frederick to nearby
cities and the rest of the Denver metro area.
Frederick should continue to participate
in regional transit planning efforts along
with other municipal, county, and regional
jurisdictions. As transit decisions are made
by other entities in the coming years, the
Town may need to reevaluate some aspects
of its Future Land Use Plan to ensure that
land use patterns surrounding future transit
stations are appropriate in terms of their
density and configuration. As roadways are
improved, the designs should incorporate
elements that support transit services along
the roadways.

Bustang
Bustang is the new interregional Express
Bus service from CDOT, and the closest
stop is located at the Loveland-Greeley
park-and-ride at I-25 and US 34. The North
I-25 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Preferred Alternative includes I-25 Express
Bus service with two stops near Frederick,
one at SH 119 and I-25 and one at SH 52 and
I-25. It is unknown when these additional
stops will be added to the North Line, but
the Town should plan for these facilities.
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LONG-TERM
RECOMMENDATIONS
Long-term recommendations have a
planning horizon of six years or more.
They include projects or actions that often
require significant amounts of funding that
must be planned for over time or require
other strategies to be completed prior to
their implementation. Long-term recommendations may require intensive planning, engineering, or design, and significant
investment in infrastructure or project
development.

Widening Existing
Rural Arterials
The Town should continue to implement
its 2012 Transportation Plan to develop a
more complete grid of generally sectionspaced arterials with quarter section-spaced
collector roads throughout the Town.
Currently the only four-lane arterials in
Frederick are SH 52 and Aggregate Blvd.
SH 52 transitions to a two-lane highway
directly east and west of the I-25 frontage
roads. Aggregate Blvd. transitions to a
two-lane arterial directly north of WCR 14.5.
The following sections of arterial roadways
are recommended to be widened from two
to four travel lanes. Future development,
traffic volumes, and funding will dictate the
priority:
 SH

52 from Colorado Blvd. to Wheatland Blvd.

 Aggregate

119

 Silver

20.5

Blvd. from WCR 14.5 to SH

Birch Blvd. from SH 52 to WCR

 Ridgeway

limit

Blvd. from SH 52 to the Town

 Tipple

Pkwy. from East I-25 Frontage
Road to Ridgeway Blvd.

 Godding

Hollow Pkwy. from Aggregate
Blvd. to Ridgeway Blvd.

 Bella

Rosa Pkwy. from Aggregate Blvd.
to Colorado Blvd.

As traffic increases, there will be a need to
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construct curb and gutter on the existing
arterial roadways in the Frederick area.
Portions of these roads will also need to be
widened as traffic grows. Adjacent development should continue to participate in this
process by providing necessary improvements along their property. Frederick
should continue to conduct periodic studies
which analyze funding mechanisms so that
future growth will also help pay for required
public improvements throughout the
community. Frederick’s most recent impact
fee study was completed in 2002, and the
study behind that fee should be periodically
updated.
In addition, developments should continue
to be required to prepare traffic impact
studies for their projects so that the requirements for internal roadways, impacts to
the surrounding roadway system, and the
impact fees that are appropriate for these
improvements can be evaluated.

Roadway Connections
by Development
The need for the following roadway
connections will likely be determined as
development occurs in the respective areas.
Roadways proposed for connectivity west of
I-25 consist of the following sections:
 Wyndham

Hill Pkwy from Lump Gulch
Way to West I-25 Frontage Rd

 Extension

of Glacier Way (WCR 7.5)
north from SH 52 to Wyndham Hill
Pkwy

 Mariposa

Drive in between Aggregate
Blvd. and I-25 that extends north from
Tipple Pkwy. South east to West I-25
Frontage Road, with an additional point
of connectivity to Aggregate Blvd

Roadways proposed for connectivity
between I-25 and Colorado Blvd. consist of
the following sections:
Run Blvd from Silver Birch Blvd
(WCR 11) to East I-25 Frontage Road

Roadways proposed for connectivity east
of Colorado Blvd. consist of the following
sections:

 Fox

 Maple

 Collector

 6th

from WCR20 and WCR22
between Silver Birch Blvd. and the
Frontage Road, East of the Godding
Hollow Pkwy

 East-west

road from Silver Birch to
Eagle Blvd

 Flying

Pkwy

Street from SH 52 to existing
termini south of SPARK! Preschool
Street from Frederick Way to
Ridgeway Blvd. (WCR 15)

 13th

Street from Colorado Blvd. (WCR
13) to existing termini west of Frederick
Way

Cir from SH52 north to Tipple

 Silver

Birch Blvd (WCR 11) to future
North South Collector from 20 to 22

 Bruin

Blvd from Bella Rosa Pkwy to
Raspberry Dr

 Majestic

Street from East I-25 Frontage
Rd to existing termini west of Colorado
Blvd

 Collector

from Tipple Pkwy to SH52
at center of section, west of Longmont
United Hospital

 13th

St from Silver Birch Blvd (WCR 11)
to Colorado Blvd (WCR 13)

 Eagle

Blvd. from to existing termini at
Legacy Elementary School

 William

Bailey Ave. in between Silver
Birch Blvd (WCR 11) and Colorado
Blvd(WCR 13) that extends from Tipple
Pkwy to north of Godding Hollow Pkwy

 5th

St from Colorado west to Flying Cir

 13th

St from Colorado West to Flying
circle and Silver Birch Blvd
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Sidewalks

Trail Network

Public Transportation

As with the variety in age of housing
stock and sporadic development, there are
portions of Frederick’s sidewalk network
that are incomplete. Separated by spans
of rural roadway sections, the Town lacks
continuity for a pedestrian traveler to
traverse all of its reaches. As improvements
are made along roadway corridors, the
Town should construct sidewalks and/or
trails. Adjacent development should participate in this process by providing the necessary improvements along their property.

Planned regional trails include the Colorado Front Range Trail, St. Vrain Valley
Legacy Trail, and the Godding Hollow
Trail. Existing maintenance roads along
irrigation canals can also be converted into
multi-use paths, with approval from ditch
companies. Existing canals that include
maintenance roads include the Boulder
and Weld County Ditch, Godding Ditch,
Lower Boulder Ditch, and the Coalridge
Ditch. The Town will need to enter into an
agreement with the ditch owners in order
to convert the maintenance roads into a
multi-use path.

FasTracks & Commuter
Rail Service

The Town should continue to work with
Firestone, Dacono, Erie, Weld County, ditch
owners, and CDOT to complete the trail
projects identified in the Frederick Parks
and Open Space Plan to create a comprehensive, regionally connected trail system.
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RTD’s FasTracks program includes
commuter rail that generally parallels I-25
on the east from Denver Union Station
to 162nd Avenue referred to as the North
Metro corridor. The economic downturn
has reduced available funding to RTD and
extended the schedule for completion of
this commuter rail corridor. Planned bus
transit improvements to be made along
with the implementation of this rail corridor
include extending bus service north along
I-25 to SH 7. Since Frederick will not be
served directly by the FasTracks rail line,
the Town should review opportunities to
connect Frederick and other Carbon Valley
communities with the northern terminus of
I-25 service corridor. This recommendation
is echoed by the highest-rated long-term
scenario within the Carbon Valley Transit
Study.

Commuter rail service between Fort Collins
and downtown Denver is also included
in the Preferred Alternative of the North
I-25 EIS. On the south end, this service
would utilize RTD’s planned North Metro
commuter rail. The recently completed
North I-25 Commuter Rail Update proposed
a commuter rail station at the northeast
corner of I-25 and SH 52. The Town should
ensure future development in this area
supports a future transit station. This
includes commercial uses and mixed use
high-density housing set within a pedestrian-friendly roadway network.
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