FSMP
COMPONENTS

ENGAGEMENT
It is vital that residents become a partner in
reducing neighborhood speeding by leading,
not speeding. The FSMP is a resident-initiated
process with neighborhoods applying to the
town to enter the program.

EDUCATION
Provide information to drivers about their travel
speeds and safety issues associated with
speeding to heighten their awareness of
enforcement
countermeasures
that
are
designed to curtail speeding.

APPLICATION
PROCESS
All applications will receive educational
material and speed trailers (subject to
availability). Those requesting engineering
treatments, such as speed humps and
traffic
calming,
must
include
a
neighborhood petition with signatures
from 20-neighbors, 1 adult per household,
or 30% of households on the same block,
whichever is less. Residential local and
minor collector streets with a posted
speed limit of 25mph are eligible for
Program participation. To determine if
your street is eligible, please visit the FSMP
webpage. Town staff accepts FSMP
applications year-round and evaluates
them on an annual basis.

ENFORCEMENT
Actions taken by appropriate empowered
authorities to check that drivers of motor
vehicles are complying with the legal posted
speed limit. Various countermeasures are used
by law enforcement to deter motorists from
speeding.

ENGINEERING
Establish speed limits that are appropriate to
the primary purpose of the road providing a
balance between mobility and safety for all
roadway
users.
Introduce
physical
countermeasures and design roads to create a
self-regulation that induces drivers to travel at
the desired speed.

To learn more about the
FSMP, Please visit the
program website at:

FREDERICKCO.GOV
720.382.5600

FREDERICK
SPEED
MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM

CONCERN
Speeding is one of the most common
complaints the Town of Frederick receives
from neighborhoods as it has a direct impact
on quality of life for our residents. To answer
these concerns, the Town has created the
Frederick Speed Management Program which
is a neighborhood speed awareness program
where the Town partners with local residents
to take action in their neighborhood.

FSMP GOALS
The FSMP helps to achieve the Town of
Frederick’s Transportation Master Plan which
prioritizes continuous improvements in safety
and comfort for all modes of travel. To
encourage appropriate driver behavior and
improve compliance with posted speed limits,
stop signs, and other traffic control devices.
Reducing speeding traffic can help people feel
more comfortable walking and biking, which
leads to an increase in walking and biking
trips. The FSMP is one way the town is working
to improve the quality of life and
neighborhood livability while promoting safe
and pleasant conditions for residents,
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians by
mitigating the impact of vehicular traffic on
local and collector streets in Frederick and
improving the town’s transportation system
for everyone.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT SPEEDING
Reducing the speed limit will slow down traffic or raising the speed limit will speed up traffic.
Reasonably set speed limits increase voluntary compliance by drivers. Speed limits set too
low forces drivers into unlawful behavior. Speed limits set too high create disparity in
speeds among vehicles on the road, which can lead to crashes.

Stop signs will slow down traffic.
Stop signs may slow traffic near the stop sign. However, speeds between stop signs increase
up to five miles per hour as drivers try to “make up time” from having to stop so frequently.
There is also an increase in noise in the area near stop signs.

Engineering or traffic calming (actual diversions or obstructions in the roadway) and
enforcement are the only ways to reduce neighborhood speeding.
While the Town will evaluate the installation of traffic calming devices on neighborhood
streets, education is considered to be the first effort to be undertaken. In many cases, drivers
become “comfortable” with a particular roadway or become distracted and forget to check
their speed.

